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tion or 'softening' when carried out by aerial bombing." Tradition-
ally the English are an unrevengeful people, but neither the Ger-
mans nor the Japanese have seen the matter in that light. The New
York Herald Tribune of April 20, 1945, carried as a headline:
"Captive Airmen Ran Gauntlet of Nazi Bayonets." The disgusting
details of the torture inflicted on the helpless prisoners we gladly
omit For us the significant thing is that when a Canadian flier
asked a German marine why these things were done, the latter
answered, "Your fliers bombed our wives and children." On May
16 the same paper quoted an American airman's account either of
the same or a similar' incident This article said: "When the prison-
ers finally reached their camp . . , the camp officers issued an offi-
cial statement attributing the brutality of the guards to a [GermanJ
Captain's desire for revenge ... his family had been destroyed in
an air raid, and he was out to get revenge on all Allied Air Corps
personnel." Again on June 2, 1945, the Herald Tribune said in a
headline: "Six Germans Tell How U. S. Flier Was Murdered"
The stoiy is that when the American parachuted from a crippled
bomber, Tiowling-mad civilians" rushed toward him. Someone
wounded him in the head with a pistol shot, and the mob then
battered him to death. We may hope that under similar circum-
stances Americans would not follow suit, but in the country that
invented lynching we cannot be certain until the experiment shall
have been tried.

Another scrap of evidence both as to the German attitude toward
Allied air bombing and toward their own national propaganda was
printed in the New York Times of May 16, *45, under the heading:
"German Girl Vows Vengeance on U. S." The subject was a seven-
teen-year-old Fraulein in a town near Cologne. She wrote to her
lover:

**The flames are licking up to the Rhine. My Cologne, Peter! Isn't
there any justice any more to make these culprits pay for such a
deed? Our hearts ciy out for reprisal."

Maria's impassive face showed some emotion when an interro-
gator mentioned Cologne while she was being questioned. "It's hor-
rible," she said, "to think of our beautiful German cities being
bombed/*

"Wasn't the bombing of London also horrible?" she was asked.